Conservation and preservation projects 2019
Work party and Forest Based Learning sessions from 16th February 2019 onwards.
Aim: To clear three young trees in the pond area, to allow more sun in to the pond to help oxygenate the pond and reduce leaf litter clogging the pond. To improve growth of ground level plants and habitats for wildlife. To make the area safer to access during pond sessions.
Aim: To remove key trees in the birch wood that are unstable or have fallen branches. To remove low level branches that are potential dangers when moving through the woodland and clear some space for activities whilst allowing sunlight and space for the remaining trees to grow as they are closely planted.
Aim: To coppice the willow maze, to improve growth as lots of the wood is dead and not fit for purpose. New growth will produce bendy rods that can be sensitively harvested for craft making and fence weaving as part of Forest Based Learning. The area will be safer as sawn off, snapped low level branches will be removed, allowing greater access for pupils and wildlife. The trees should improve as water and nutrients will go to new growth producing healthier plants, buds and habitat for birds and wildlife.
Aim: To clear a larger rear entrance to the community circle allowing several groups to access at once, more clearing to allow more seating for community events. To develop the area for curriculum-based lessons as well as Forest Based sessions.
Aim: To make use of harvested reusable resources to provide learning opportunities, such as den and structure building, fire activities and create new habitats for animals, to complete the unity circle and provide ground litter and twigs fallen for birds and animals to make new homes. To preserve our woodland classroom as a safe, thriving, exciting place to explore and learn.
In the coming months.
Aim: To work with children from Pioneers to restore the pond with a new liner as the old one if ripped and leaking, plus creating a deeper pond to ensure pond sessions do not disturb the pond bed, to ensure amphibians and small mammals can access and exit the pond safely. To improve the water quality and remove leaf litter. To provide multiple opportunities for learning during this conservation whilst giving ownership of this area to the children so they can care and maintain this area.
Aim: To continue to develop the unity circle as a place for reflection, a space surrounded by nature where children can enjoy quiet sessions and activities under the canopy of the trees.
Aim: To work with the children to develop our sensory garden with new sounds, smells and textures as well as experiences which encourage sensory input and exploration.



Thank you
As you may have noticed our kind volunteers have been busy making some changes to our outdoor classroom, a huge thank you for your continuing support and time, without you we couldn’t maintain the valuable resource our outdoor environment is for our school and its pupils.

We shall be working with the children to continue our conservation projects throughout 2019, so look out for opportunities where you can be part of this exciting venture.

Thanks, from the Forest Based Learning Team and all of
[bookmark: _GoBack]Felton C of E Primary School’s pupils, staff and parents.
